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SIX LETTERS OF PETER MANIGAULT. 

The letters printed below form part of the manuscript 
collection of the South Carolina Historical Society. They 
are fragments only of an extensive series of letters, now 
much scattered, which until recently had been kept intact 
by the Manigault family. 

Peter Manigault, the writer, was the only child of 
Gabriel Manigault, an eminent merchant of Charles Town, 
by his wife, Ann, daughter of Mr. John Ashby. 1 The let- 
ters were written from London, where Peter had been sent 
when he was eighteen, in the care of a Mr. Corbett, to 
complete his education, and to study law. He returned to 
South Carolina in 1754 and promptly began to practise his 
profession. In 1755 he was elected to the Commons House 
of Assembly from the Parish of St. Thomas and St. Denis, 
and was continued a member for eighteen years, being 
elected Speaker three different times. He married in 1755, 
Miss Elizabeth Wragg, and had four children, two sons,, 
Gabriel and Joseph, and two daughters. Peter Manigault 
died in 1773, in London, where he had gone for his health. 

In the article on the Manigault family in the Transac- 
tions of the Huguenot Society, it is mentioned that Peter 
Manigault had an armorial book-plate made in 1754, which 
is subsequent to the letters here reproduced. Several of 

'See Transactions of the Huguenot Society of S. C, No. 4, 1897, 
pp. 48-84, for a sketch of the Manigault family. 
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these old book-plates are in existence and show no resem- 
blance to any of the seals used on these letters. 2 

Address" 1 : For — 

M rs Manigault 
In 
South Carolina 

London 26"' June 1750 

Hon*. Madam 

You can't imagine the Uneasiness it gives me, to hear 
by my Fathers Letter to M r Corbett, that you continue to 
afflict yourself upon Account of my Absence, But if I may 
judge of you by myself, I dont wonder at it, for though 
for some time before I left you, I endeavoured to behave 
myself with Unconcern, yet my joyful Countenance was 
the Covering of a heavy Heart, I never once thought seri- 
ously of leaving you, and my Dear Father, but it put the 
greatest Damp upon my Spirits, and Parting I thought I 
never should have been able to have gone through. 

I have now been in England three Weeks, and in Lon- 
don, Seventeen Days, I have, in this short time, had an 
Opportunity of seeing some of the Diversions that this great 
City affords and if I did not confess it to be a much finer 
Place, than I have ever seen before, I should shew great 
Want of Skill, yet I see nothing in it, that would make me 
quit my Native Country. I find every thing in general 
much cheaper here than in Carolina, and it is well that it is 
so, for there are so many Ways of Spending Money that 
one never would have thought of, that if Things, were not 
in common very reasonable, it would be impossible for 
one to live here. 

'Tis surprising to see how well M" Corbett looks, I 
think I never saw so great an alteration in any Body in my 
Life, except in M r . Millechamp, at whose House I lodged 
one Night in my Journey from Bristol, M rs . Millechamp 
and M rs . Corbett send their Compliments to you, I dined 
one day last week, with M\ Morley, M r . Fury, M\ Aber- 

2 Mr. M. Alston Read kindly blazoned the seals found on the 
letters. 
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cromby, and several other gentlemen, that have been in 
Carolina. I saw Neilson t'other day at the Carolina Coffee 
House, he looks terribly. Vanderdussen, rolls round the 
Town, very grandly in his Carriot, he is going to Carolina 
soon, But to Boston first. M r . Fenwicke, with Miss Sally 
whom he is to carry with him, in Lieu of his child, is to go 
your Way soon. Capt Summersett is always teizing me 
to dine with him, sometimes at one place, and sometimes 
at another ; he gave me an Invitation, as he says, from Sir 
Peter Warren, to dine with him on the 28th of this Month, 
somewhere in the Country. I should be very glad of hav- 
ing the Honour to dine with Sir Peter, but am resolved 
never to see him, till I can do it with better company. 

I pray you give my Love to my Unckle Ashby, and Aunt 
Whitter, and to my Cousins in general, but particularly to 
Miss Banbury & Miss Hasell, my Compliments to M r . and 
M". Stead, M'. Johnson, and M'. Cramahi, tell M r . Crama- 
hi the Wigg he left on board Capt MTaggart is not yet 
sold, but that when 'tis, the Capt will make the Returns. 
My Compliments also to my particular Friend M r . Rut- 
ledge. 

Be assured, Dear Madam, I have not forgot, nor ever 
will forget, the good advice I have often had from you; 
but that I shall always endeavour to behave my self as he 
ought who subscribes himself 

Your dutiful Son 

Peter Manigault 



London July 4" 1750* 
Hon". Madam 

It gave me great pleasure to hear by M" Brallsford that 
you were all well. She brought the Red birds you were 
so kind to send me as far as Dover, but in coming up to 
London, the Poor creatures died in the Post Chaise; It 

*This letter is sealed with red wax, showing the following 
arms: Argent a chevron gules between three leopard heads 
crowned. It is interesting to note that these arms seem to be a 
variant of those of Ashby of Quenly, County Leicester, England, 
to which family Ann Ashby, mother of Peter Manigault, is known 
to have belonged. 
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was a very great loss to me, as I depended upon them for 
a Present; however, If I never meet with any greater Dis- 
appointments, I can easily put up with such Trifles. I 
went yesterday to pay M rs . Blakeway a Visit, but shall not 
be fond of continuing them, as you seem to disapprove of it. 
M" Motte is just come from Bath, & looks exceeding well 
her son is just come from Holland, & looks like a ghost, I 
never saw any poor Wretch so altered, his Leggs are scarce 
able to bear him : He has made a fine Voyage of it ! I am 
to set out for Hull on Monday Morning early ; Capt Reas- 
ton is arrived there; I suppose I shall see him, & he will 
introduce me to my Friends there. I shall stay there as 
short a time as possible, because 'tis a very disagreeable 
Place, M r . Blake & Drayton are to be the Companions of 
my Journey. 

I shall write to you from some place in the Country to 
let you know how I go on, as some Vessel or other will 
sail in about a Months time, perhaps you wonder M r . Cor- 
bett does not go with me: I am apt to believe he thinks is 
no Occasion for an Inspector into my Actions. Your Aunt 
Broughton died the 28 th of May last; By her Death, some 
Money which was left by her Sister, will come to be di- 
vided betwixt you, & the rest of her Brothers & Sister's 
Children : M p Johnson is her Executor, & I believe will get 
considerable by her Death. As she was a Quaker, she was 
buried very privately, for nobody besides myself, except 
the People of the House was at her Funeral. I send by 
this Opportunity the stays you wrote for : M PS Corbett is to 
buy the Muff & Tippet while I am out of Town. I wish 
you may be pleased with it, as you have not mentioned 
what particular Sort you would have. When I come from 
the Country, I am to go into the Temple, which is the only 
place in London that I should like to live in. As I am a 
Judge of the Conveniences & Inconveniences of every Man- 
ner of Life, & have pitched upon this as the most suitable 
to my age & Inclinations, I am sure neither you nor my 
Father, will be against it, especially as I have M r . Corbett 
of my side. This I am sure of, that let me live wherever 
I will, I shall never either by Omission or Commission, be 
guilty of any thing unbecoming your Son, to tell the Truth, 
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I am very sorry to leave both M r . & M ,s Corbett, as they 
have both of them behaved extremely properly to me, upon 
all Occasions; but my Manner of Life with them, is not 
such as I could wish, & therefore, whatever my Regard 
may be for them, I must move my Quarters, I am sure I 
wish you were in England, that I might have a Home to go 
to. You seem to think I shall not like to return to Carolina, 
but you are very much mistaken, for I can like no Place 
where you are not, and when a proper time comes, nothing 
will please me more than to return to my native Country, 
where I hope we shall one Day meet again, which be the 
greatest Pleasure in the World, to 

Your dutiful & affectionate Son 

Peter Manigault. 
Please excuse me to those of my Friends I have not 
written to. I shall write to them all as soon as I return to 
Town. 



} 



Addressed: To 

M r Gabriel Manigault 
In 
South Carolina* 
per Capt 
Crosthwaite 

London August i" 1750 
Hon* Sir 

My last to you was of the 25"' June, which went by the 
Way of Bristol in Capt Rogers; — since which I have one 
Letter to Mama, w ch I sent in a Vessell to Port Royal. I 
have not yet had the Pleasure of a Line from either of 
you, & am now out of all hopes of one, till you have first 
heard from me. 

I find the Gentlemen here extremely civil to me, upon 
your Account, especially those you gave me Letters for; 

*Seal on this letter shows without tinctures, simply a lion 
rampant. As this is one of the commonest heraldic charges it is 
impossible to assign it without tincture to aid one. It is curious 
to note, however, that Burke gives as the arms of several families 
of Ashley, also of County Leicester, England, a lion rampant, tinc- 
tures varying with the branch. 
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I have seen M r . Robert Johnson, he wonders he has not 
had a Letter from you, he read to me, a Paragraph of a 
Letter, which he told me he sent to you, some time ago, in 
which he mentions M r . Pourroy's Death. M r Pourroy has 
left his whole Estate to his Housekeeper. M'. Corbett has 
seen his Will, and will, no doubt, write you particularly 
about it. 

I send under the same Cover with this Letter, the two 
latest Magazines, and the Tryal of Capt. Clarke, for killing 
Capt Innis, in a Duel, which will give you a more par- 
ticular Account of that unfortunate Affair, than I am able 
to do. 

M r Austin, and my Cousin Broughton are arrived after 
a tedius Passage of ten Weeks; neither of them are yet 
come up to Town. 

I presume, upon my Knowledge of your Readiness to 
gratify me, in all my reasonable Desires, to ask a Favour of 
you, which I doubt not I shall obtain, 'tis to give me your 
Consent to buy a Watch, which in my present Situation, is a 
very necessary Article, but as tis an Article of extraordi- 
nary Expence, I am not willing, to trouble M r Corbett 
about it, without your Approbation. 

I shall continue to make the best Use of time, by a 
vigorous Pursuit of my Studies, in order to enable me to 
return the sooner home; for though I have been absent 
but a little while, and I like England tolerably well, I could 
return with a great deal of Pleasure immediately. 

I remain with my duty to Mama 

Your dutiful Son 

Peter Manigault. 



Addressed: To 

M r . Gabriel Manigault 
In 

South Carolina* 

*The seal on this letter shows, within a lozenge, a griffin ram- 
pant; no tinctures shown. The use of a lozenge instead of the 
martial shield to carry the arms shows that this seal was cut for 
a woman, according to accepted heraldic usage. 
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per Capt "] 
Crosthwaite r 

O. D. C. J 

London 7 th August 1750 
Hon* Sir 

I this day received your first Letter of the Eighth of 
June, by which, I am very glad to find you have all been 
well, since I left you, & hope your Health will continue. 
I am sorry to hear you and Mama, continue under so great 
Concern, & shall do my best Endeavours, to please you in 
every Thing. I think I may be bold enough to say I have 
behaved myself as I ought, in all Respects, ever since I left 
you; but as I am conscious to myself, that I am not a 
Judge of my own actions, I refer you, wholly, to what M\ 
Corbett, who certainly is a Judge, shall say to you, upon 
that subject. I do not pretend to vindicate myself, or 
extenuate my Faults, I confess I have been guilty of a 
great Deal of Misbehaviour, but as I am heartily sorry for 
it, and firmly resolved, to mend in every Particular, I hope 
you will forgive me all, and let my future Conduct, blot 
out all Remains of my former Indiscretions. I am con- 
vinced, that Persons who have had more Experience, must 
know better than I do, and I shall be very fond of any 
Advice, my Friends shall give me. I hope, you will take 
no notice, of anything that may be said to my Disadvan- 
tage, either in Carolina, or England, but as you have put 
me solely under the Care of M r . Corbett, you will acquiesce, 
in whatever he says of me, especially as you know, he has 
too much sense, to deceive you, in so tender a Point. M r . 
Abercromby has been very kind to me, for which I have 
often expressed my Thanks, and as you desire it, (if he 
was not agreeable to me) I shall visit him frequently, I 
beg Leave to refer you to what I wrote by Capt. White, 
and remain (being heartily sorry for having ever offended 
you and firmly resolved to make it my whole Business to 
please, and be agreeable to you in all things.) 

Your dutiful Son 

Pet'. Manigault. 
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Addressed: To 

M". Gabriel Manigault 
In 



By Capt. "I 



South Carolina* 



r 



M c Kenzie 

Q. D. C. 

London March i^ J 75 2 
Hon d . Sir 

I should be guilty of Ingratitude in the highest Degree, 
if I did not upon all Occasions willingly acquiesce in every 
thing, that you think for my good. From this Principle it 
is, that I have no manner of Objection to continuing with 
M r . Corbett, till I am of age, as you are inclined that I 
should, & as our perfect Knowledge of one another, makes 
it beyond all doubt that we shall agree in every thing. It 
gives me no small uneasiness to find, that anything that 
ever came from me, should instead of giving you Pleasure, 
have the Contrary Effect, & I am very angry with myself 
for giving you cause to reproach me, with omitting to 
write, not only as tis a Neglect of My Duty, but as it is 
also a Neglect, of what ought to give me, & really does 
give me, the greatest Pleasure. I am sorry to find Sir, 
that you construe into a Demand, which was only meant as 
a Petition, Far be such Presumption from me, as to pretend 
to teach you your Duty ! I wrote what I did, because I had 
never heard any thing from you, upon that subject, and I 
thought you would be glad to know my Inclinations: And 
this I did, not upon the credit of my own Opinion, but first 
took M r Corbetts Advice. And as to the Reasons I gave 
for my Opinion, was it not natural for me to think that 
you would be pleased to see, that I advanced Nothing, but 
what I could give a Reason for. But since I see my Incli- 
nations do not suit with your desires, I heartily submit 
myself to what you think proper & shall only add upon this 
subject, that I am concerned to see you were angry because 
the most distant Hint of your Dislike to any thing, is with 
me sufficient Reason to disapprove of it. As you are so 



*This letter is sealed with an intaglio,, the bust of a Roman 
soldier in armor. 
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kind to offer me the Liberty of returning to Carolina, im- 
mediately after I am of Age; or of staying sometime 
Longer abroad ; I am willing to be directed in that Respect, 
intirely by you; however if my Inclinations, provided they 
are not unreasonable, are in that case to govern, (upon 
mature Deliberation of the many advantages that may 
accrue from a longer stay here,) I would not, without your 
Desire, leave England, till this time two year, and would 
imploy all the intermediate time, in a close Application to 
my Improvement. But as I presume you would like to 
know particularly, how I would bestow myself during so 
long a space, so I ought in duty to inform you, that I would 
chuse to stick close to my Books, all this Summer, in 
London, & in the fall, go the Northern Circuit & then 
have an Opportunity of seeing such Relations as I have 
in that part of England. The next winter, I would also 
chuse to spend in London, & omit nothing, that can pos- 
sibly be of any advantage to me. Early in the Spring, I 
hope you wont be against my going to France, & seeing 
some parts of Holland and Flanders; in this Excursion I 
promise myself that besides other useful Attainments, I 
shall with the help of what I understand already, make 
myself a compleat Master of the French Tongue. I should 
like to return to England, in the beginning of the next 
winter, which will be chiefly taken up, in preparing myself 
for my return in the Spring; when I could like to take an 
Opportunity of going to Boston, & travelling by land to 
Charlestown, where I would not propose to be, till the 
Month of October. — This Sir is the scheme I have formed 
to myself, but submit it entirely to you, & will gladly alter 
or leave out, any part of it, as you shall think fit, or more, 
or less necessary, for my Improvement; But upon the 
whole Sir, this you may depend upon, that I don't want 
to lengthen my stay here, either out of Fondness for Eng- 
land, or any Dislike to Carolina, but merely for the sake 
of my Improvement, & that if that were out of the Case, 
you could not recall me sooner, than I would be willing to 
return. 

I have written to Mama by Capt Pearson who sails about 
the same time with the Vessel that carrys this; Capt Pear- 
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son has on Board with some Things in it for Mama, There 
is in the same Box, five Magazines, and four Volumes of 
a Book called Amelia, all which I hope, will get safe to 
hand. 

Be pleased to make my Compliments to M r . Rutledge, & 
other inquiring Friends, & believe me to be your 
Most dutiful Son 

Peter Manigault. 



Addressed For 

M" Manigault 

S° Car* 

York 20 th July 1752. 
Hon" Madam 

I should be at a Loss to find an Excuse, for not giving 
you an Account of my Travels as I know you expect it. 
I suppose you dont desire I should trouble you with a 
Particular Relation of every day's Proceeding, as that 
would be both tedious & unentertaining : I set out then, 
from London this day fortnight, in Company with M\ 
Blake, Drayton, & two other gentlemen of [the] Temple 
whom you know nothing of. I believe there never was a 
more agreeable Party [missing] any Scheme in the World. 
I am sure there never was a more sober one, for we five 
often found it difficult to demolish a single Pint of Wine, 
We travelled with great Pleasure till we got to Stamford 
in Lincolnshire, where Squire Drayton fell ill. This de- 
tained us two days, & only served to whet the Edge of our 
Impatience, & give us greater alacrity to proceed to Hull. 
The polite Capt Reaston (for I must upon this Occasion 
call him so,) waited for us at a Place called Barton, & 
conducted us over a large Ferry, of about five miles to 
Hull. When he got us there, he insisted upon it, that 
Blake, Drayton & myself, should lodge with him, as we 
had before parted with the other two Gentlemen; We all 
refused, till his Mother came in, & made the same Request, 
(which we, being too well bred to refuse any Thing to the 
Lady, immediately granted.) Reaston's Mother & his 
Sister too, seem to be mightly good Sort of People, & ex- 
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pressed great Kindness for you, & all their other Relations 
abroad. While we were with Capt Reaston, we spent a 
day at Hornsea; we went thither to see Mr Acklom, [?] 
but he was not at home. Our Labour however was not 
lost, for beside a delicious Bathe in the Sea, Master Reas- 
ton carried us to dine with an old Aunt of his, a very 
ancient Woman, who was in perfect Possession of all her 
Senses, & could write & read without Spectacles, though 
Eighty Nine years of Age. We tarried at Hull but three 
days; we should have spent more time there, but knew it 
must be inconvenient to the good Folks, as they have not 
been much used to entertain Company. We left Hull on 
the Wednesday Sennight after we came from London, & 
got that very Night to York. We are now diverting our- 
selves with attending the Courts for that is the only Diver- 
sion we can find tis well tis a good one! 

I had almost forgot to tell you our Method of travelling. 
M r . Blake rides on Horseback, & Drayton & I, have a Post 
Chaise between us. As none of us had that necessary & 
indispensable Convenience, a Servant, we clubbed for one, 
who Proves a very sober honest Sort of a Fellow, & to 
borrow an Expression made use of among Jockeys, he is 
a knowing one. I shall write to you often while I am upon 
my Journey, as well for my own pleasure, as to satisfy you, 
which is the Business of my Life. I hope you will be 
pleased at my going into the Temple. As I am now of an 
Age to be able to judge a Little for myself, I must confess 
I think it the properest Place for me. I mention'd this, 
because some People think, (though tis no Credit to their 
Understandings) that the Temple is a very wild place, 
which is by no means true; however for argument sake 
allow that tis, yet you cant be against my removing thither 
from Bow Street, which is situated in the very Center of 
all the bad Houses in Convent Garden. Be pleased to as- 
sure my good Father of my sincerest Duty & Affection, 
& pay my proper Respects to all who are kind enough to 
enquire after, your dutiful Son 

Peter Manigault. 

I am almost ashamed to send you such a Letter as this, 
But as I am at an Inn I am persauded you will excuse me. 



